88           FAITHS, FAIRS, AND FESTIVALS.
procession with much music and singing; nautches
and feasts are provided by the wealthy.
The Month of Chait.
Rama-navami. Rama~n&vami, the birthday of
Rama, is observed on the gth of the light half of the
month of Chait and is kept by some as a strict fast.
The temples of Rama are illuminated and his image
is adorned ; the Ramayana is read in the temples and
there are nautches at night. In Rajput ana horses
and elephants and all the implements of war are
"worshipped on this day.
Bali Mela. The Rali-ka-Mela is a festival,-or
rather a series of festivals, which takes place
throughout the month of Chait in the Kangra
district. It is celebrated by young girls in memory
of a maiden named Rali.
The legend is that a Brahman gave his grown-up
daughter Rali in marriage to a child named Shankar.
When she discovered her fate she stopped the
bearers of her dooly by the side of a river and
announced to her brother Bastu that she would
Jive no more; she directed that, in future, girls
should make clay images of herself and her husband,
perform tbe marriage ceremony, and then convey
them to the river in a dooly, and drown them there.
Having spoken thus, she threw herself into the
stream and was drowned, her example being promptly
followed by Shankar and Bastu in their grief. During
life n$OHth of Chait little girls take baskets of grass
to certain spots for avf*eriod of about